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Further Reading

What follows is a selection of
books and websites that inspired
a load of us to become anarchists
or want to find out more about this
inspirational view that ordinary
people can organise society and
all its bits and pieces much better

than politicians.

A lot of these books have been
digitally copied and made free on

the internet. Places to start looki ng

qQy

for them could be
https://theanarchistlibrary.org
https://libcom.org/library/

If you buy the books don’tuse
Amazon or some other dodgy
supplier. Support Anarchist shops
and distributors. Some we know of
are:

AK Press

www.akuk.com

Freedom Bookshop

www.freedompress.org.uk

PM Press:

http://www.pmpress.org

Active Distribution

www.activedistributionshop.org

Some other websites that are
worth visiting are:

Anarchist Frequently Asked
Questions:
http://anarchism.pageabode.com/
afag/index.html

A Infos

http://www.ainfos.ca

Reading List



Colin Ward

Anarchy in Action

180 pages 1973

With chapters on the family, schools,
housing, crime, employment,
welfare, deviancy, planning, and
more, this is probably the best
practical example of anarchist
ideas in action. As he writes in his
introduction, “This book is not
intended for people who had spent
a lifetime pondering the problems
of anarchism, but for those who
either had no idea of what the word
implied or knew exactly whatit
implied and rejected it, considering
that it had no relevance for the

modern world”.

Alexander Berkman

ABC of Anarchism

145 pages 1929

Berkman was born in 1870 under
Tsarist dictatorship, emigrated to
the US and was jailed for fourteen
years after shooting an industrialist
whose thugs had opened fire on
striking workers. This book by one

of the most gifted writers for the

Qy

anarchist movement answers some
of the charges made against it and
presents the case for communist
anarchism clearly and intelligently.
Thorough and well stated, it is today
regarded as a classic

statement of the cause’s goals and

methods.

Peter Gelderloos

Anarchy Works

281 pages 2016

Gelderloos takes examples from
around the world, picking through
history and anthropology, showing
that people have, in different

ways and at different times,
demonstrated mutual aid, self-
organization, autonomy, horizontal
decision making, and so forth--the
principles that anarchy is founded
on--regardless of whether they
called themselves anarchists or
not. This is an inspiring answer to

the people who say that anarchists

are utopian: a point-by-point
introduction to how anarchy can

and has actually worked.



Lorenzo Kom’boa Ervin

Anarchism and The Black
Revolution and Other Essays

2013

From Lorenzo “l wish to introduce
young people and especially Black
people and other people of color to
revolutionary Anarchist ideals. This
book will discuss Anarchism and its
relevance to Black and Third World
liberation movements..My views
are not necessarily those of any
group, although | speak generally
of the theories of Black Autonomy,
an ideological tendency within the
Anarchist movement. Itis up to

the reader to determine whether
these ideas are valid and worthy of

adoption.”

Errico Malatesta

At the Café

160 pages 1920

In 1897, while Malatesta was
hiding from the police, he regularly
went to a cafe in Ancona, ltaly. This
wasn’t an anarchist cafe, but had a
variety of customers including the

local policeman. The conversations
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he had in this cafe became the
basis for the dialogues that make
up this book. Malatesta, in his
usual common-sense and matter-
of-fact style, sets out and critically
analyses the arguments for and
against anarchism. This is a
classic defence of anarchism, that
anticipates the rise of nationalism,

fascism and communism.

Simon Read

Everything You Wanted To Know
About Anarchism But Were Afraid
To Ask

60 pages 1985

An excellent, short introduction to
anarchism, its ideas, and some of
the thornierissues in life (“don't
we need the police to catch
criminals,” “aren’t people naturally
selfish,” “dont we need some kind
of management,” etc).

Marcos Mayer

Anarchism for Beginners

170 pages 2003

Commercial book about anarchist

ideas with many illustrations.



Maybe not the best but an easy read
to get a basicidea of

anarchism.

Emma Goldman

Anarchism and other essays

280 pages 1910

Anarchist and feminist Emma
Goldman is one of the towering
figuresin global radicalism of the
late 19th and early 20th centuries.
An early advocate of birth control
and women'’s rights, as well as

a dedicated anarchist, she was

an important and influential
figure in such far-flung events as
the Russian Revolution and the
Spanish Civil War. In addition to
her classic essay which lays out
anarchistideals, this volume
contains six other essays on
prisons to marri age, direct action,

violence, and sexuality.

Stuart Christie and Albert Meltzer
Floodgates of Anarchy

140 pages 1970

This book looks at anarchism

in relation to class struggle. It
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presents an argument against
class-based society and hierarchy
and advocates for a free and equal
society based on individual dignity
and merit. It argues that the state/
governmentis the true enemy of
the people and that only through
the dissolution of government

can the people putan end to
exploitation and war, leading to a

fully free society.

Clifford Harper

Anarchy A Graphic Guide

212 pages 1987

A clearly written and simple
introduction to anarchism,
beautifully illustrated in Clifford
Harper's distinctive woodcut-style,
published in 1987. “Like all really
good ideas, Anarchy is pretty
simple when you get down to it-
human beings are at their very
best when they are living free of
authority, deciding things among
themselves rather than being
ordered about.” So begins this

anarchist classic.



Cindy Milstein

Anarchism and Its Aspirations
140 pages 2010

Cindy provides an overview of
the history and hopeful future for
a better world. It quickly brings
even the uninitiated reader up

to speed with a crash course

on some of the most influential
anarchists in history and their
ideas on how we mightachieve the
transformation of society. It looks
at how these principles have been
put into practice by groups such
as the Situationist International,
social ecologists, Zapatistas,
anti-globalization activists,

and other directly democratic
organizations and communities in
their respective struggles against

capitalism and state control.

Anarchist Federation
Introduction to Anarchist
Communism

40 pages 2015

Anarchist communism is an
economic and political system

based upon removing oppressive

v

and exploitative structures in
society (such as capitalism and
the state), and building a society
where everyone has an equal
input into decisions that affect
their life. This pamphlet sets out
a short introduction to Anarchist

Communism.

Chaz Bufe

A Future Worth Living
Thoughts On Getting There

26 pages 1998

This pampbhlet briefly looks at
why things are the way they are,
why people put up with it, why
both anarchism and Marxism
have failed, and what we can do
about it—principles, practices,
and projects that could lead to a

“future worth living.”

REBEL CITY
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reall seciall change

e do talks to school students about
anarchism, produce a news sheet
Get in touch with us at

londonrebelcity@gmail.com

“The book I wished I'd had

when | was younger"

Ahmed, Swansea

“This is so much better than
those boring books you're
given at school”

Aisha, Glasgow

“A great introduction to how

aA

anarchism could work in practice”

Peter, 11, Tottenham

This booklet has been put together
by Rebel City, a London-based
anarchist group. We visit schools
and colleges to talk to young people

about our ideas.

During discussions with students,
many questions arise, so we decided
to compile a booklet answering

some of these questions.

£5.00
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